
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 

 

 
 

 

Sharing the Hope of Jesus in a Troubled World 
 



ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar have been given by Joanne Quam in celebration of her 95th birthday.​
 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA 
Rev. Joy Mortensen-Wiebe, Bishop of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin - ELCA 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
For the people of United in Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Joanne Quam - continued rehabilitation at home 
Geno Lainberger - at Madison Health & Rehab Center 
Donna Colby - at the Legacy in DeForest 
Kathy Olsen - sister-in-law of Ann Olsen - continued health concerns 
Trey Tollefson - grand nephew of Chet Gabris - at U.W. Hospital 
Sharon Gust - continued health concerns 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

-​ HAPPY BIRTHDAYS - None the week. 

-​ REMINDER - Pastor Rolf Olson’s funeral will be at 11am on Sept 19th at Spring Prairie 
Lutheran Church. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 13TH 

-​ Ushers - Rona and Paul Anderson 
-​ Reader - Paul Anderson 
-​ Communion Assistant - Chet Gabris 
-​ Altar Guild - Donna Gilles 
-​ Head Usher - Dale Molnar/Norm Harris 
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Welcome to Worship! 
 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often 
used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the 
wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We 
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and 
reconciliation.                               

 
GATHERING 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 
P:​ Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 

C:​ Amen. 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 
P:​ Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:​ Compassionate God,  
C:​ we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

P:​ Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C:​ Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – ELW 522 

 

 
GREETING 
 
P:​ ​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:​ And also with you. 
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KYRIE – Now the Feast & Celebration  
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

P:​ We thank you, O God, for the gift of this day. 
C:​ For this beautiful space, for the warm hearts that greet us. 
P:​ We thank you, O God, for the ability to come together to worship. 
C:​ For songs and prayers that sustain us not only in this hour, but in the days that  

unfold. 
P:​ We thank you, O God, for the blessings in our lives and in our world. 
C:​ May we lift our voices in thanks, even as we worship You. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE – Now the Feast & Celebration 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:​ ​ ​ The Lord be with you.  
C:​ ​ ​ And also with you. 
 

P:​ Let us pray,  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us 
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C:​ Amen. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the 
hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.  
 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked 
to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and 
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to 
them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you 
die, O house of Israel?  
 

L:​ The Word of the Lord. 
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 147 
 
 

(Please read the bold text responsively) 
 
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 

How pleasant it is to honor God with praise! 
2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, 

and gathers the exiles of Israel. 
3The LORD heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds. 
4The LORD counts the number of the stars 

and calls them all by their names. 
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5Great is our LORD and mighty in power; 
there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 

6The LORD lifts up the lowly, 
but casts the wicked to the ground. 

7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
make music upon the harp to our God, 

8who covers the heavens with clouds 
and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow upon the mountains. 

9God provides food for the cattle 
and for the young ravens when they cry. 

10God is not impressed by the might of a horse, 
and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner, 

11but finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD, 
in those who await God’s steadfast love. 

12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; 
praise your God, O Zion, 

13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
and has blessed your children within you. 

14God has established peace on your borders 
and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

15God sends out a command to the earth, 
a word that runs very swiftly. 

16God gives snow like wool, 
scattering frost like ashes. 

17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
Who can stand against God’s cold? 

18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; 
the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

19God declares the word to Jacob, 
statutes and judgments to Israel. 

20The LORD has not done so to any other nation; 
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! 

 
SECOND READING     ​         ​ ​   ​ ​ ​ ​        ​              Romans 13:8-14 
 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes 
make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in 
store for us.  
 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall 
not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
 

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; 
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us 
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walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 

L:​ The Word of the Lord. 
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Now the Feast & Celebration  
 

 

 

GOSPEL​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​        ​          Matthew 18:15-20 
 

P:​ The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C:​ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are 
not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  
 

P:​ The gospel of the Lord. 
C:​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

SERMON 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 731 
​  
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APOSTLES CREED 
​

P:​ Together with the whole body of Christ gathered around the world,​
​ let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed: 
C:​ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
(Please be seated.) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
P:​ ​ ​ Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident  
​ ​ ​ that God hears us.  … 
 

P:​ ​ ​ Hear us, O God.  
C:​ ​ ​ Your mercy is great.  
 

P:​ ​ ​ …Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever  
​ ​ ​ else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
C:​ ​ ​ Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
P:​ ​ The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:​ ​ And also with you. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

12 



MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY - ACS 962 
 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
P:​ God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 

C:​ Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING (May be spoken or sung.) 
 

 
PREFACE 
 
P:​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
C: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
P:​ Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord… 
 

​ ​ …be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C:​ Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P:​ Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray, 
C:​ Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P:​ ​ ​ Christ invites you to this table. 
​ ​ ​ All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
C:​ ​ ​ Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion. The Presiding Pastor will provide verbal instructions 
for communion. If you are unable to come forward, we will bring communion to you. Gluten free bread 
is available. Children or those who wish not to receive communion may come forward for a blessing. 
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COMMUNION HYMN - ELW 461 - All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
 

(Hymn is played while congregation takes communion) 
 
(Please stand as you are able.) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
P:​ ​ ​ Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ​

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:​ ​ ​ Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
P:​ ​ ​ Sustaining God, 
​ ​ ​ with this bread and cup, 
​ ​ ​ you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
​ ​ ​ By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
​ ​ ​ Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
​ ​ ​ following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C:​ ​ ​ Amen. 
 
 
 
SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

P:​ The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 

C:​ Amen. 
P:​ The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 

C:​ Amen. 
P:​ The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:​ Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN – ELW 543 
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DISMISSAL 
 
P:​ ​ Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  
C:​ ​ Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 
Presiding Minister - Rev. Bruce Engebretson 
Music - Pre-recorded by Ivy McLaughlin 
Reader - Julie Molnar 
Communion Assistant - Paul Anderson 
Ushers – Dennis Stephenson and Ann Olsen 
Altar Guild - Donna Gilles 
Head Usher - Dale Molnar/Norm Harris 
 
 
OFFERING 
 

Any offerings (financial gifts) may be placed in the offering plate at the entrance​
to the worship space anytime before or after the service. Your contributions​
to the congregation help us make a difference in our community by enabling 
us to share the Gospel and serve in areas of need. You may also make a 
donation online on our website or by scanning the QR code on the right.  
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